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WASHINGTON, MajrB— Ttii 
Federal Bureau of Qivestfgaafl^ 

; carried out a secret, nationwide 
effort to "destroy” the Black 
Panthers, including attempts to 
stir bloody “gang warfare" be- 
tween -the Panthers and othec 
groups and to create factional 
splits within the party, accord- 
ing to the- staff, report, of. the 
Senate Select Committee on In- 
telligence Activities., .j ;; A 
The bureau’s, efforts contri- 
buted to a, climate of violence 
in which, 'foue^ Black Pantheni 
were shot to death in-lnternal 
battles, according to- the report 
Independent polioe amt Panther 
sources said there had beentwry 
other slayings, of Panthers in 
intraparty rivalry in New York 
City. The plan, part of the F-Bi 
Cointelpro, or counter - intel- 
ligence program, against dis- 
sidents and radicals, the- con> 
mittee report said, included 
driving a wedge between two 
Panther leaders, Eldredgt 
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Cleavefra’nd Huev'.- Pt Newton; 
und splitting the party, by send- 
ing bogus divisive letters. 

The bureau also (Used, infor- 
mers and bogus, messages, and 
cartoons.-to make trouble be- 
tween the Panthers and a black 
nationalist group called US in 
southern California and be- 
tween Chicago Panthers and 
the Blackstone Rangers, a : hea- 
viLy armed street gang, accord- 
ing to the report released; this 
week, . tl; • ;• ' ./ 

•: v 

« For 'example;, a ' faked . note 
was sent' to- the leader of the 
street gang . Jeff Forte, telling 
him of . the Panthers hostility 
toward his - group, saying, 
"There’s; supposed, to .be a hit 
out for you. ■ -,s- 4’ ' - 

In' noting that;' this meant 
there was probably a. contract 
to kill, someone, the Chicago 
FJJ.I. office send in a. memoran- 
dum to headquarters that the 
letter“may intensify the degree 
of animosity, between the two 
groups and occasion Forte to 
take* retaliatory , action whifch 
could disrupt the B.P.P. [Black i . 
Panther. Party} or lead to repri-J 
sals against their. -leadership.”! 

The report portrays a cam-1 
paign in which the bureau used 
a legion of, informers, some- 
times as provocateurs, and 
close cooperation with local po- 
lice antiradical" squads to sow; 
confusion,- fear" and dissension! 
among, the Panthers- Cartoonsl 
attacking . them, , purportedly 
from rival groups, -were distri-H 
buted , to. - aggravate antago- 
nism» i.-T’^ries-' were- planted 
with -»wspaper and television 
outlets «* put the Panthers and 
their supporters in, a bad light 
Bogus messages were sent to 
CT' , «6 rifts between the ’ party 
anTits white leftist- supporters. 



After a series oFdad>es : be- 
tween, the. Panthers and Ron 
Karenga’s U.sr group — U.S. 
stood; for. : ;.Unite<r' Staves— in 
southern California, which -re- 
sulted ’ in three -’deaths- (one 
more , would' follow},’ the San 
Diego F.B-.L office.sent to head- 
quarters a message tfaak the re- 
port says “pointed with pride" 
to the violence, saying: > 

"Shootings, beatings . and a 
high degree of unrest continues 
to prevail in the ghetto area 
of southeast San, Diego.”. Al- 
though no specific counterintel- 
ligence action can be credited 
with contributing to this over- 
all situation, it is felt that a ' 
substantial amount of the un- 
rest is directly attributable to 
this program.” ' . 

' ... ‘Intolerable* Tactics 

, The committee report said 
that the techniques used in 
Cointelpro "would be intolerab- 
le in a democratic society even 
if all the targets had been in- 
volved in violent activity; but 
Cointelpro went' far beyond 
that ” . \ .IX _ -. jiXff-A f;;.i ■ 

“The unexpressed major pre 
mrse- of the programs,”; the. re- 
port, Went on^ “was.that a .law 
enforcement • agency^.has the 
duty to do whatever w. necessa- 
ry to ccmbat perceived threats 
to the existing: social and politi- 
cal order.”. »•••••; ;:.v 
A separate committee report 
on the F.B.L efforts against the 
Black Panthers said that, al- 
though the “daimed purpose” 
of the program, was to prevent 
violence, - some, of-- the-, tactics 
“were clearly intended to foster 
violence, and ’ many others 
could reasonably have been ex- 
pected to cause violence.” 

The bureau this report con- 
cluded, “itself engaged..in law- 
less tactics and responded to 
deep-seated . social proble ms b y 
fomenting violence and uhr 

.rest.” ’ y — .... ! 

Wiliiam. C. Sullivan, former 
assistant to the director of the 
F.B.L, testified before the com- 
mittee: . 

"This is' a rough, tough, dirty 
business, an J dangerous. It was 
dangerous- at times! No holds 
were barred.’.” , .. . -i 



■The Black, Panther Party, in 
a statement: issued from its 
headquarters In Oakland, Calif;, 
.yesterday, said that the disclo- 
sures in the Senate committee 
report were “too little and. too 
late” and constituted the “tip 
ot the iceberg.”' * yc 
“Since the early day3 of the 
Black Panther Party founding 
nearly a decade ago, constant 
attempts have been made to 
call ; attention to F.BJ.-led in- 
cidents of harassment and vi- 
olence," the statement said. ■ 
Clarence M. Kelley, director 
of the bureau, in a speech at 
Westminster College in Fulton, 
Mo., today, issued the first offi- 
cial apology for- the program, 
saying, “We are truly sorry we 
were responsible for instances 
which now are subject to such 
criticism.”*; 'v - . , v i 

Mr. Kelley also said, "Many 
of the activities - being, con- 
demned were good faith 

efforts to prevent bloodshe* 
and wanton- destruction . of 
property.”;,. ; . ■£¥: 

Similar Instances Pound.-’*’*' 
Mr. Kelley’s apology potwithi 
standing, the report said that 
the Senate- committee hadrnot 
been able to determine “thee* 
tent to which Cointelpro- may 
be continuing.? The committee 
found three instances of similar 
operations,'^ theJireport' , said, 
even though the/program - was 
supposed:; to have been : aban- 
doned “for security reasons" in 
April, 1971,! after the, existence 
of Co intelpro had: bee n* ma de 
known., when a radicafCbind 
made off with documents from 
F.BJ. ’office in Media. Pa: The 
report suggested that a search 
ot the more than 500,000 Bure- 
au’s case files might be . "pro- 
ductive.” - ~«i. : 

The report noted that in the 
current fiscal year the-.bureau 
had budgeted some S 7 .4 .million 
for domestic intelligence infor- 
mers, more’ than -. twice ' the 
amount.budgeted for informers 
in organized crime: 

The committee investigators 
had considerable difficulty, ac- 
cording to staff sources- in as* 
sembling their information*;^,,,,. 
For: instance, .these sources 
said, the F3.1*, derilned^to torn 






over documents in which Its 

-Chicago office said that their 
informer had' been the sole 
source of information that led 
to the Chicago police raid to 
1960 in which the state Panther 
leader, * Fred Hampton, was 
killed. >' -i .->• 

‘Gang Warfare’ Noted 
Those documents were ob- 
tained only in the'astweek 
-by the committee because they 
turned up in a dvil damage suit 
filed In 'Chicago by die Pan- 
thers? who survived, the raid. 
They 1 emerged there Ntcause 
testimony in the case indicated 
th.atv. documents e were - ■ being 
withheld and a federal district 
judge,' Joseph Sam Peny,. 
dered- a, search . that: turned up; 
more than, 50 volumes of pre- 
viously undisclosed flies. 

The, Panthers became the pri- 
mary- focus-of. thev'blacknas 
tionaliitv hate groups" section 
of Cointelpro by, July I960, and 
were the target of 233 of the 
295 actions : authorized against 
black groups, the report says. 
J Edgar Hoover, the the F.B.L 
.director, sent a. memorandmn 
to 14 ffeid offices, in late 1968 
inoting; that i a-?stato..ot^gang 



warfare”, existed between the acerbate the 'split by sending 
Karengh organization and the false- messages back and forth 
Panthers . 4.”with .Attendant between Mr. Cleaver, who had 
threats of /murder:- and repri- fled, to 'Algeria to avoid prose-j 
sals.” He: ordered “imaginative [cutibn for parole violation, andi 
„ . hiftinv rounterintel- the Newton group m Oakland, 

n n g d e»^^ g ^r^ teliing of-^leged fmhngs devi- 

pling the-BPP" to-be drawn up ^ P bi£m 

us as* 1 

d voiunUry . manslaughter 
lathePanther ry ks . ^ conv j ct i orl ^ later overturned, in 

vOnrJan. 17,,. lM^.'toro Pm- ^nnection with a gunfight in 
there; Bunchy^ / -, tnd which. • an. Oakland policeman 

John Hugging, were lolled . m a waJ rh« panthers at that 
shootout wtthiUS members- on ^ were Presenting a united 

the University of California, Los , . 

Angeles, campus.- 1 ' The . ‘.F.B.L fr0 °> W > ‘ -V, 
helped stir the feud further, the . . Aii- anonjjnrous , letter was 
renor? savsl andonMay • 23 sent to Mr.: Cleaver telling him 
Jofm, Savag*; a Panther, was thatet the ^California _ PM*heg 
killed and , anotheri; .Sylvester ware.seelong to undercut his 
Beil, was slain on Augrl5, both mfluence. 11113 
by r\jS; members^iThere; were expel three- party. members, tha 
i other confrontations.:'-. Jv.S.fc report. said. ""4 
.Atone point, abureau memo- t>- What'tben followed, the.ren 
randum said, - its! informers in port;said..,wax a barrage - on 
both camps- woufd'be. used so letters -of various types to sow 
the Karenga -group would be divisiveness;, creating what am 
“appropriately ■ and -discreetly F.Bif. memorandum described! 
advised of the time arid-location as& a < "chaotic, situation’*- than 
of B.P.P. - activities- . in order “must-.; be’-exploited. Among 
that .' the - two organizations them was 'it dkectiver'on false 
might be, brought' together and Panther stationery,; attributed 
thus grant nature the- opportu- to the Newton group, declaring 
nity to take her due course”^ that .Mr. Cleaver y as- “a murr 

i Although tt is-not mentioned ani .his'jackaj»^" would be 
in the- report; both>the police "dealt:with’ , :^-i^^' vR 
and Panther sources say; that a . ; p, nt hers’ newspaper and 
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w Dw nthv.- c~i oval-i tali Hucv - Pv cGUnagCy siutr in Chicago, Mr; 
Newton. In’reti^tionfeSamuel ^ CT l^ d -*trat^p“bliCTS 



U ^“r^ rt »y 't^ients its -ultimate; aim 'of insurrec 
toe-efforts;pf the--F^^to.^l,fl<m^ 0 ;^s^-' ^ -- - 





